for 72 hours. The liquid was decanted and drained well from the product that deposited on the flask wall. The flask was triturated with acetone and the solution then filtered. The precipitate was washed with acetone and then recrystallised from water/ethanol(1:1)-acetone to yield a white solid (3.7 g; yield, 77%), m.p. 
Atomic Force Microscopy Procedure and Additional Results
Characterisation of the gels was achieved using a Dimension 3100 Atomic Force Microscope (Digital Instruments, Santa Barbara, USA). A thin film of the wet gel was placed on a freshly cleaved mica substrate and imaged in Tapping Mode with a Silicon cantilever (type NSC-15,
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Mikromasch, Spain). The cantilevers used were cleaned with an UV/ozone cleaner prior to the measurements. 
